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Acknowledgement of Country  
We acknowledge and pay respects to the people of the Yugambeh language region of the  
Gold Coast and all their descendants both past and present. We also acknowledge the  
many Aboriginal people from other regions as well as Torres Strait and South Sea  
Islander people who now live in the local area and have made an important contribution to  
the community and our sport.  
 

Cycling Australia Premier Club of the Year 2017 

Cycling Queensland Cycling Club of the Year 2017 
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2025 Strategic Plan  

 
 

Our Vision 

Building a cycle club for all Gold Coasters. 
   

Our Mission 
To conduct cycle racing and promote and develop the sport through the mentoring 

and coaching of members. 
   

Our Values 
Inclusiveness 

Honesty 
Fairness 
Passion 
Safety 

Excellence 
   

2025 Primary Goals 
Increase membership across all age groups  

Increase available funds 
   

2025 Secondary Goals 
i. Continue to support members through programs and those attending 

national championship events  
ii. Continue to conduct Open and Club events (Road & Track) 

iii. Continue to engage in regional cooperation 
iv. Continue to organise and promote social events for members 

 
Supporting Steps 

INCREASE 
FREQUENCY AND 
CONSISTENCY OF 
RACING  

Through targeting 
Sunday morning racing 
on a regular basis.  

 

INCREASE CLUB 
PROFILE 

Through the distribution 
of promotional material 
in relevant retail centres, 
trade shows, community 
events and racing. 

EFFECTIVELY 
EMPLOY EQUIPMENT 
PROVIDED THROUGH 
GRANTS 

Through the 
implementation of 
events designed to allow 
all members to make 
use of equipment. 

 

 

IMPROVE THE 
INTRODUCTORY 
EXPERIENCE FOR 
NEW PEOPLE TO THE 
SPORT 

Through developing a 
systematic, formalised 
approach to mentoring 
at racing and training.  
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Management Committee Members  

 
 
President 
Tim Hutch 
   

Vice President 
Damien McFarline (LM) 
 

Secretary 
Caitlin Leach 
 

Treasurer 
Todd Smith 
 

Committee Member & Club Handicapper 
Dominique Verstreken (LM) 
    

Committee Member & Race Secretary  
Simon Dickson 
    

Committee Member  
Peter Spencer 
   

Committee Member  
Nigel Apps 
 

Committee Member  
Jameson Cosier 
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President’s Report 
 

2023 was finally the year when everything seemed to get back to normal and 
there was plenty of racing, training, and time trialling to be had. The club 
seemed to have something on just about every day of the week and our 
members took advantage with numbers up in all aspects of the club. Our major 
events being the Junior Tour and Darren Smith Classic were once again both 
successful and we are looking forward to a great Junior Tour in 2024 and we are 
working to make the 30th edition of the Darren Smith Classic the best one yet. I 
would like to thank the fantastic Management Committee for their tireless work 
and the wider club membership who helped out at our races, as your 
contributions are what makes this club the best in South East Queensland. 

 
Membership 
Our current membership statistics reflect the wonderful mix of people involved with our sport, and the 
healthy balance between female and male, juniors and elites and masters, recreational and racing 
members. 
 
Membership Overview 
(data based on membership status and level) 
Total Members 396  

Masters 70% of total members 
Juniors 15% of total members 
Elite 15% of total members 
Male 70% of total members 
Female 30% of total members 
Recreational members 22% of adult members 
Racing members 76% of adult members 
Volunteer members 2% of adult members 
Women - recreational 46% of adult female members 
Women – racing 54% of adult female members 
Men - recreational 8% of adult male members 
Men - racing 92% of adult male members 
Girls 33% of junior members 
Boys 67% of junior members 
 
 
Major Events 
Gold Coast Junior Tour  
This year, the Gold Coast Junior Tour was run in June and had 5 stages run over 2 days. The weekend 
saw approximately 100 juniors enjoy some wonderful racing between Nerang and Runaway Bay. 
Unfortunately, the Guanaba course was missing from this year’s tour but that didn’t stop the competitive 
spirit of the juniors as they lit up the Nerang track with a prologue, setting some cracking times. The hills 
of the Nerang course made for a punishing road race as well. It was then on to Runaway Bay for the time 
trials and some fast-paced criteriums.  
 
I would like to thank our Race Director, Nanette Richert, who put in a huge amount of time and 
experience into running the event and making it a success again – this is on top of the day to day 
commissairing that Nanette undertakes for road and track throughout the entire year. Also, a thank you to 
the other Commissaires and volunteers who make this event so enjoyable for the kids. This is the reason 
we have kids coming from all over the country to our tour. Thanks also to JAKROO for the winner’s jersey 
- something the kids also look forward to winning. 
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Darren Smith Classic (QCRS)  
A switch to an early August date to avoid overloading the race calendar was met 
with great enthusiasm as people were just keen to race. The DSC was once again 
held as a two-day event, with criteriums in Runaway Bay on the Saturday, and the 
road races on Sunday, at Mt Alford. Numbers were a little down in the criteriums, 
but we have put this down to the fact that the road race is challenging, and riders 

are keeping fresh for Sunday. Thank you to our Race Director, Damien McFarline, and our small army of 
volunteers who contribute so much and without whom the racing doesn’t happen - so I am grateful for all 
the help that was given on both days. Thanks again to our Major Sponsor in Choice Homes - we are 
grateful for your ongoing support. We also thank our other sponsors including Pure Sports Nutrition and 
Hutch Engineering Surveys. 2024 marks the 30th running of the Darren Smith Classic and planning had 
already started as we were driving away from Mt Alford on the Sunday last year.  
 
Time Trials 
Monday nights were the place to be to get your time trial fix and this event has 
gone from strength to strength. Due to the tireless work from Simon Dickson, our 
timing guru, many of our members were able to test themselves against the clock 
and achieve several PB’s throughout the year. Handicaps were brought in to even 
the playing field and this produced different winners throughout the year. A TT weekend between 3 clubs 
was the brainchild of Simon and his thinking was we would get around 30 riders at each track. He was 
pleasantly surprised when the numbers far exceeded expectations to the point Sunday was sold out. 
Lessons were learnt and planning is already under way for the next TT Weekend.  
 

Juniors 
2023 was another successful year for our junior riders with so many of them representing 
the club in their club kits at many events throughout the year. Brilliant results were 
achieved on both road and track including state and national titles and they all seemed to 
do it with a smile on their faces. There is nothing better than to see our juniors 
congratulating and cheering on other competitors from other clubs even if the result didn’t 

quite go their way. South East Qld has a tight knit junior family and it is great to see our juniors thrive in 
some healthy competition. 
 
Selected to represent Queensland in 2023 were: 
Qld Reps: U17M - Alex Hewes; U17W - Amelie Sanders and Eden Sealey-
Cunnington. U15M - Lucas Soegaard; U15W - Charli Edwick  
 
National Campions Track - Amelie Sanders - Team Pursuit U17, Eden Sealey – 
Cunnington - Team Pursuit U17, Alex Hewes - Team Pursuit U17, Points Race U17 
National Champions Road - Amelie Sanders - Time trial U17, Criterium U17; Alex 
Hewes - Criterium U17; Lucas Soegaard - Criterium U15 
 
 
Thanks to our coaches Simon Dickson, Geoff Frost and Jans Koerts (Road) and Zane Cunnington 
(Track). Good luck to all our juniors for 2024. 
 

Club Racing 
This year saw the return of the club championships and all disciplines 
were covered. A time trial, a criterium and a road race were on offer and 
plenty of members took up the opportunity to race. Congratulations to all 
our club champs who had bragging rights for the rest of the year. 
 
Wednesday Worlds and weekend races made up the rest of our club 
racing and once again numbers were up on the last few years. With 5 
grades being run on Wednesdays, there was some healthy competition 
on display. A busy open race calendar meant that our weekend races 
were few and far between but while we had little local racing the quality 
was still there and a number of great results were achieved.     
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I would like to congratulate every rider that represents the Gold Coast Cycling Club at any race or ride 
they enter. Our members show great sportsmanship at all events and we are a club that just loves to race 
and ride our bikes. 
 
Honourable Mentions: There were some outstanding results from our club members this year, both locally 
and internationally and they need to be recognised. Congratulations to the following members on your 
outstanding achievements. 
 
● Danielle De Francesco – Joined the ranks of the Womens World Tour with Arkea 

and raced Tour De France Femme 
● Noah Blannin – Represented Australia at Junior Track World Championships and 

Junior Commonwealth Games, winning a Bronze medals in both the Points Race 
and the Individual pursuit. 

● Kealy Kitkevics – Represented Australia at Virtus Global Games in France and 
Australian champion on the Track  

● Sophie Sutton – Australian U23 CX champion 
● Jans Koerts – Represented Australia (coach) at Virtus Global Games in France 

 
 
There were numerous achievements including National and State titles on 
both road and track, NRS race wins and podiums as well as members plying 
their trade overseas on their respective teams. We congratulate you all and 
our proud to call you members of our club.   
 
 

 
Committee 
I would like to thank the Management Committee for all their contributions and effort throughout the 
course of the year. I would also like to thank our Commissaires and First Aiders, without you, we cannot 
race so I am grateful that you turn up to racing, rain, hail or shine and continue to help us deliver some of 
the best and safest racing in South East Queensland. 
 
Thank you, Damien McFarline (Vice President), Todd Smith (Treasurer), Caitlin Leach (Secretary), Simon 
Dickson (Race Secretary), Dom Verstreken (Handicapper), Nigel Apps, Jamie Cosier and Peter Spencer. 
 
Tim Hutch 
President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The first four presidents of the Club receive their race numbers: Damien McFarline, Dominique Verstreken, Nanette Richert and Tim Hutch.   
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Treasurer’s Report 
During 2023, the Gold Coast Cycling Club activities continued to build on the momentum that was 
occurring as we came out of the Covid-19 pandemic This rebound to growth saw the club finish the year 
in a strong financial position.  

In 2023, we successfully managed to hold both the Gold Coast Junior Tour and 
the Darren Smith Classic.   

Due to an ever increasing burden place upon the club by Council, a decision was 
made for the Gold Coast Junior Tour to return to a two day format located at the 
Nerang and Luke Harrop Facilities, with a five stage tour. Entry fees for this 
event totalled $2,764.50, total outlays of $2,697.74, for a profit of $66.76. The 
major cost factors impacting this event trophies at $1,455.00.  

The Gold Coast Cycling Club was again able to promote the annual Darren 
Smith Classic thanks to the generous support of the event’s title sponsor, Choice Homes, for a third time 
at the Mt Alford course. Competitor participation was down on the previous year, with revenue from race 
entry fees and other sponsors totalling $22,755.37  net of costs from AusCycling.  The costs related to 
hosting the event did increase on prior years and totalled $21,262.12.  

$9,493.25  Traffic Control 
$7,725.00  Prize Money  

This year the Darren Smith Classic resulted in a small profit of $1,493.25 

The club’s twilight racing series continued throughout the 2022 and 2023 summer, with racing every 
Wednesday night. There was plenty of exciting racing during this series for the club, bringing in 
$8,023.23, net of prizemoney which is well up on last year.  

Regular weekend races were held throughout the year, at locations including the Luke Harrop circuit and 
the Gold Coast Cycle Centre (Nerang). Revenue from these events was $1,680.39.  

The cost to hire the venues at Nerang, Runaway Bay, and AMV was $6,392 for the year. This also covers 
the cost of hiring the track for the Junior Training and Wednesday night track events. The club also pays 
an annual fee of $2,456 to hire the cages to store the bikes and equipment at the Gold Coast Cycling 
Centre. 

Track hire also enabled other key revenue drivers for the club:  

$ 6,751.14 Junior Training and Wednesday Track training - this result is up 
on prior years. 

In light of these events, our operations the club was able to generate a profit 
of $13,203.66 for the year. 

At the end of 2023, the Gold Coast Cycling Club Inc., despite the 
challenges we faced during the 2022 year, is in a strong financial 
position and is in a sound financial position for the year to come.  

I present this financial report of the Gold Coast Cycling Club Inc. for the 2023 calendar year and 
advise that its financial position is positive, and the club is able to meet all financial obligations 
as and when they fall due. 

   

Todd Smith 
Treasurer 
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Financial Statements  
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Coaches’ Report 
 
Junior training has continued Tuesdays and Thursdays, the club has succeeded 
in winning some grants and sponsorship to make both sessions FREE, as well 
pay for the training of more coaches. This year Geoff Frost and Simon Dickson 
handled the majority of the Tuesday and Thursday sessions, ensuring our newer 
riders were able to get comfortable training on their bicycles, and challenging our 
more experienced juniors to keep them learning new skills and improving their 
abilities. 
 
Jans Koerts ran Interval Training Sessions on a Wednesday afternoon (outside 
the Wednesday Worlds season). We look forward to having more coaches 
bringing a wide variety of skills to the sessions so both juniors and senior riders can improve their riding and 
racing abilities. 
 
The Monday Time Trial Training sessions have continued under the eye of coach Simon, we see our members 
continue to to improve against the clock. With 18 months of sessions run, 2024 is expected to show that the 
Gold Coast Cycling Club has a depth of time trialling talent. 
 
A number of our junior riders have been taking part in club racing, particularly the JAKROO Wednesday 
Worlds series, racing in the adult A-E grades and showing they are a force to be reckoned with. It’s fantastic 
that we are able to give our riders solid opportunities to race, and it's wonderful to see them out there 
competing with our senior riders, and that all riders give each other the respect required to make racing fun. 
 
Our juniors once again showed they have what it takes, with a number of members making the state teams 
and competing at Nationals in both Track and Road, as well as the Junior Tours and Carnivals. It's a joy to see 
the younger generation cheer on their club mates and encourage each other to have a go. 
 
We are looking forward to another fantastic year of coaching and training in 2024! 
 
Simon Dickson  
Club Coach  
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Event Statistics   Total events conducted: 223 

Criterium Racing (+Club Road Champs) 
Events Run: 36 
Events Cancelled: 7 
Event Run Percentage:    83.7% 
Members Entries:    1753 ( 79% ) 
Non-Members Entries:    475 ( 21% ) 
Average Number of Entries:    62 
Unique Entries:    421 
Unique Member Entries:    248 ( 59% ) 
Unique Non-Member Entries:    173 ( 41% ) 
 
Gender     
Female:    320 (14.4%) 
Male:    1,595 (71.6%) 
Undisclosed:    313 (14.0%) 
 
Age Categories 
NA:    215 (9.6%) 
Under 9:    2 (0.1%) 
9 - 17:    261 (11.7%) 
17 - 21:    154 (6.9%) 
21 - 29:    267 (12.0%) 
30 - 39:    411 (18.4%) 
40 - 49:    426 (19.1%) 
50 - 59:    399 (17.9%) 
60+:    93 (4.2%) 
 
Time Trial 
Events Run: 9 
Events Cancelled: 1 
Event Run Percentage:    90.0% 
Event Capacity:    765 
Online Entry Limit:    765 
Riders Entered:    168 
Online Entry Limit:    765 
Members Entries:    156 ( 93% ) 
Non-Members Entries:    12 ( 7% ) 
Average Number of Entries:    19 
Unique Entries:    89 
Unique Member Entries:    79 ( 89% ) 
Unique Non-Member Entries:    10 ( 11% ) 
 
Gender 
Female:    50 (29.8%) 
Male:    114 (67.9%) 
Undisclosed:    4 (2.4%) 
 
Age Categories 
NA:    1 (0.6%) 
Under 9:    0 (0.0%) 
9 - 17:    21 (12.5%) 
17 - 21:    8 (4.8%) 
21 - 29:    4 (2.4%) 
30 - 39:    38 (22.6%) 
40 - 49:    52 (31.0%) 
50 - 59:    30 (17.9%) 
60+:    14 (8.3%) 

Training: 
Events Run: 178 
Events Cancelled: 30 
Riders Entered:    1485 
Online Entry Limit:    35310 
Members Entries:    1251 ( 84% ) 
Non-Members Entries:    234 ( 16% ) 
Average Number of Entries:    8 
Unique Entries:    214 
Unique Member Entries:    131 ( 61% ) 
Unique Non-Member Entries:    83 ( 39% ) 
 
Training Type 
Time Trial Training:    31 ( 17% ) 
Track Training:    36 ( 20% ) 
Road Training:    111 ( 62% ) 
 
Event Type Entries 
Time Trial Training:    469 ( 32% ) (Min: 3 ) (Average: 15 ) 
(Max: 30 ) 
Track Training:    339 ( 23% ) (Min: 3 ) (Average: 9 ) 
(Max: 15 ) 
Road Training:    677 ( 46% ) (Min: 1 ) (Average: 6 ) 
(Max: 21 ) 
 
Gender 
Female:    462 (31.1%) 
Male:    925 (62.3%) 
Non-binary:    0 
Undisclosed:    98 (Total: 6.6%) 
 
Age Categories 
NA:    120 (8.1%) 
Under 9:    51 (3.4%) 
9 - 17:    565 (38.0%) 
17 - 21:    61 (4.1%) 
21 - 29:    42 (2.8%) 
30 - 39:    164 (11.0%) 
40 - 49:    255 (17.2%) 
50 - 59:    154 (10.4%) 
60+:    73 (4.9%) 
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Results & Awards 

2023 Club Awards 

Elite Male Rider of the Year  Kane Richards 
Elite Female Rider of the Year   Danielle De Francesco 
Masters Male Rider of the Year - Track Steve Mayman 
Masters Male Rider of the Year - Road Simon Butler 
Masters Female Rider of the Year Debbie Taylor 
eSport Rider of the Year   Jessica Bemrose 
Most Improved Rider of the Year   Ben Vowles 
Most Improved Rider of the Year  Alyssa Donovan 
Junior Track Rider of the Year  Alex Hewes 
Junior Road Rider of the Year    Amelie Sanders 
U17 Male Rider of the Year   Alex Hewes 
U17 Female Rider of the Year   Amelie Sanders 
U15 Male Rider of the Year  Lucas Soegaard 
U15 Female Rider of the Year   Charli Edwick 
U13 Male Rider of the Year  Reilly Dickson   
U11 Male Rider of the Year   Emerson Smith  
U11 Female Rider of the Year   Adele Dickson 
U9 Male Rider of the Year    Kobi Edwick    
         
Most Improved Boy     Ethan Fitzsimmons 
Most Improved Girl    Adele Dickson 
Outstanding Achievement   Lucas Soegaard  
Junior Encouragement Award   Nam Hatha Tang 
Sportsmanship    Aiden Colley 
 
Club Person of the Year   Simon Dickson 
 

 

 

    Major Event Winners 
    Daniel Bennett NYD Elite Winner   Justin Palmer 

    Darren Smith Classic Men’s Champion  Ryan Cavanagh 
    Darren Smith Classic Women’s Champion  Isabelle Carnes 
   

    Tim Francis Award Junior Tour   Reilly Dickson 

 

 eSport Rider of the Year – Jess Bemrose  
with President, Tim Hutch 
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Life Membership & Medal of Honour 

 

Life Membership  
 

To be eligible for Life Membership, the member shall have rendered service in an official capacity for at least 5 
years. We are eternally grateful for the support and dedication to the Club that these members have displayed. 

 
1997 Mr. Sam Ingram (dec.) (Goldstars) 
2000 Mr. Merv McDonald OAM (dec.) (Goldstars) 
2001 Mr. Lloyd Pinchen (CATS) 
2002 Mrs. Gwenda McDonald (Goldstars) 
2003 Mrs. Robyn Francis (Goldstars) 
2005 Mr. Graham Wood (dec.) (Goldstars) 
2005 Mr. Maurice Liussi (CATS) 
2006 Mr. Tim Francis (dec.) (Goldstars) 
2006 Mr. Andre Bondeson (Goldstars) 
2007 Mr. Bob Panter (CATS) 
2007 Dr Steve Drew (Goldstars) 
2009 Mr. Ken Mitchell (CATS) 
2010 Mr. Garry Wardrop (Goldstars) 
2011 Mr. Damien McFarline (Goldstars) 
2012 Mr. Mark Brady (CATS) 
2012 Mr. Stanley Brims (Goldstars) 
2013 Mr. Malcolm Rae (Goldstars) 
2014 Mr. Steve Davies (CATS) 
2017 Mr. Bradley Reardon (Goldstars) 
2018 Mr. Michael Thornton  
2019 Mrs. Nanette Richert  
2020 Mrs. Catherine Reardon  
2022 Mr. Dominique Verstreken  

 
 

Medal of Honour 
     

The Club recognises those members who have competed and won medals or titles at Olympic, 
Commonwealth, World Championship or Grand Tour events whilst competing as an Elite athlete. 

 
Mr. Danny Clark OAM 

Mrs. Catherine Reardon 
Mr. Shaun O’Brien 

Mr. Robbie McEwen AM 
Mrs. Sara Carrigan OAM 

Mrs. Katrin Garfoot 
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2024 Annual General Meeting Agenda 
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2024 General Meeting Agenda 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


